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Revelation 16

Revelation Backgrounds 24

Cultural, Historic, and Geographic Context

Seven Bowls
Selected Cross-references

1

Acts 17:11 (KJV)
These (Bereans) were more noble than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were so.

Unless otherwise noted, all biblical passages referenced are from the Complete Jewish 
Bible by David H. Stern. (Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers, 1998).
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Revelation 15:5-8 
After this I looked, and the sanctuary (that is, the Tent of Witness in heaven) was 
opened, and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues. 
They were dressed in clean bright linen and had gold belts around their chests. 

One of the four living beings gave to the seven angels seven gold bowls filled with 
the fury of God, who lives forever and ever. Then the sanctuary was filled with 

smoke from God's Sh'khinah, that is, from his power; and no one could enter the 
sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels had accomplished their 

purpose. 

3

Revelation 16
Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour 

out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” So the first angel went 
and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores came upon 
the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The second 
angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, 

and every living thing died that was in the sea. The third angel poured out his 
bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became blood. And I heard 
the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who 

was, for you brought these judgments. For they have shed the blood of saints and 
prophets, and you have given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!” And I 

heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your 
judgments!” The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed 
to scorch people with fire. They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed 

the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent and 
give him glory. 
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The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom 
was plunged into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed 
the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds. 
The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water 
was dried up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming 

out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic 

spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to 
assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. (“Behold, I am 

coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, 
that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”) And they assembled 

them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

5

The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of 
the temple, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were flashes of 

lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such as there had 
never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great 

city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury 

of his wrath. And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found. 
And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on 

people; and they cursed God for the plague of the hail because the plague was so 
severe. 
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Zechariah 14
Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be 

divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem to battle, 
and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half 

of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall not be cut off 
from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when 

he fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of 
Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be 

split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount 
shall move northward, and the other half southward. 

7

…Then everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against 
Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and 

to keep the Feast of Booths. And if any of the families of the earth do not go up to 
Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them. 
And if the family of Egypt does not go up and present themselves, then on them 
there shall be no rain; there shall be the plague with which the LORD afflicts the 

nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths. This shall be the 
punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the nations that do not go up to 
keep the Feast of Booths. And on that day there shall be inscribed on the bells of 

the horses, “Holy to the LORD.” 
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Seven Plagues
Revelation 16:1 References
Then I heard a loud voice 
from the temple telling 
the seven angels, “Go and 
pour out on the earth the 
seven bowls of the wrath 
of God."

Exodus 7-12
Isa 51:17  Wake yourself, wake yourself, stand 
up, O Jerusalem, you who have drunk from 
the hand of the LORD the cup of his wrath, 
who have drunk to the dregs the bowl, the 
cup of staggering.
Psa 75:8  For in the hand of the LORD there is 
a cup with foaming wine, well mixed, and 
he pours out from it, and all the wicked of 
the earth shall drain it down to the dregs.
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1st Bowl: Sores
Revelation 16:2 References
So the first angel went 
and poured out his bowl 
on the earth, and harmful 
and painful sores came 
upon the people who 
bore the mark of the 
beast and worshiped its 
image.

Psa 79:1-7 A Psalm of Asaph. O God, the nations have come 
into your inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple; 
they have laid Jerusalem in ruins. [2] They have given the 
bodies of your servants to the birds of the heavens for 
food, the flesh of your faithful to the beasts of the earth. 
[3] They have poured out their blood like water all around 
Jerusalem, and there was no one to bury them. [4] We 
have become a taunt to our neighbors, mocked and 
derided by those around us. [5] How long, O LORD? Will 
you be angry forever? Will your jealousy burn like fire? [6] 
Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you, 
and on the kingdoms that do not call upon your name! [7] 
For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his 
habitation.

11

1st Bowl: Sores
Revelation 16:2 References
So the first angel went 
and poured out his bowl 
on the earth, and harmful 
and painful sores came 
upon the people who 
bore the mark of the 
beast and worshiped its 
image.

Zep 3:8 “Therefore wait for me,” declares 
the LORD, “for the day when I rise up to 
seize the prey. For my decision is to 
gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, 
to pour out upon them my indignation, 
all my burning anger; for in the fire of 
my jealousy all the earth shall be 
consumed.
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2nd Bowl: Sea / 3rd Bowl: Fresh Water
Revelation 16:3-4 References
The second angel poured out 
his bowl into the sea, and it 
became like the blood of a 
corpse, and every living thing 
died that was in the sea. 

The third angel poured out 
his bowl into the rivers and 
the springs of water, and 
they became blood.

Water to blood was the 1st plague and 
the 2nd /3rd Trumpets

13

Pause: affirmation from angels
Revelation 16:5-7 References
And I heard the angel in charge of the 
waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, 
who is and who was, for you brought 
these judgments. For they have shed 
the blood of saints and prophets, and 
you have given them blood to drink. It 
is what they deserve!” And I heard the 
altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the 
Almighty, true and just are your 
judgments!”

Isaiah 49:26 I will make your 
oppressors eat their own 
flesh, and they shall be drunk 
with their own blood as with 
wine. Then all flesh shall 
know that I am the LORD your 
Savior, and your Redeemer, 
the Mighty One of Jacob.
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4th Bowl: Wrath on Sol
Revelation 16:8-9 References
The fourth angel poured 
out his bowl on the sun, 
and it was allowed to 
scorch people with fire 
They were scorched by the 
fierce heat, and they 
cursed the name of God 
who had power over these 
plagues. They did not 
repent and give him glory.

Psa 19:9 the fear of the LORD is clean, 
enduring forever; the rules of the LORD 
are true, and righteous altogether.
Mal 4:1   “For behold, the day is coming, 
burning like an oven, when all the 
arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 
The day that is coming shall set them 
ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it 
will leave them neither root nor branch.

15

5th Bowl: Darkness
Revelation 16:10-11 References
The fifth angel poured out 
his bowl on the throne of the 
beast, and its kingdom was 
plunged into darkness. 
People gnawed their tongues 
in anguish and cursed the 
God of heaven for their pain 
and sores. They did not 
repent of their deeds.

Rev 13:4 And they worshiped the dragon, for 
he had given his authority to the beast, 
and they worshiped the beast, saying, 
“Who is like the beast, and who can fight 
against it?”

Darkness was the 9th plague - Exo 10:21  Then 
the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your 
hand toward heaven, that there may be 
darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness 
to be felt.”
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6th Bowl: Euphrates Dried Up
Revelation 16:12 References
12 The sixth angel poured 
out his bowl on the great 
river Euphrates, and its 
water was dried up, to 
prepare the way for the 
kings from the east.

17

Pause: demonic frogs from the demonic trinity
Revelation 16:13-14 References
And I saw, coming out of the 
mouth of the dragon and out of 
the mouth of the beast and out 
of the mouth of the false 
prophet, three unclean spirits 
like frogs. For they are demonic 
spirits, performing signs, who 
go abroad to the kings of the 
whole world, to assemble them 
for battle on the great day of 
God the Almighty.

Joel 3:11 Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, 
and gather yourselves there. Bring down your 
warriors, O LORD.
Zep 3:8 “Therefore wait for me,” declares the LORD, “for 
the day when I rise up to seize the prey. For my 
decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, 
to pour out upon them my indignation, all my 
burning anger; for in the fire of my jealousy all the 
earth shall be consumed.
Isa 43:9 All the nations gather together, and the peoples 
assemble. Who among them can declare this, and 
show us the former things? Let them bring their 
witnesses to prove them right, and let them hear and 
say, It is true.
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Pause: Bracha (blessing) from Jesus
Revelation 16:15 References
(“Behold, I am coming like 
a thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays awake, keeping 
his garments on, that he 
may not go about naked 
and be seen exposed!”)

1 Th 5:4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief.
Rev 3:3-5 Remember, then, what you received and 
heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I 
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what 
hour I will come against you. 4 Yet you have still a 
few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled 
their garments, and they will walk with me in white, 
for they are worthy. 5 The one who conquers will be 
clothed thus in white garments, and I will never blot 
his name out of the book of life. I will confess his 
name before my Father and before his angels. 

19

Gog And Magog
Eze 38:10-16 “Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day, thoughts will come into your mind, and you will devise an 
evil scheme [11] and say, ‘I will go up against the land of unwalled villages (Israel). I will fall upon the quiet 
people who dwell securely, all of them dwelling without walls, and having no bars or gates,’ [12] to seize 
spoil and carry off plunder, to turn your hand against the waste places that are now inhabited, and the 
people who were gathered from the nations, who have acquired livestock and goods, who dwell at the 

center of the earth. [13] Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all its leaders will say to you, 
‘Have you come to seize spoil? Have you assembled your hosts to carry off plunder, to carry away silver and 
gold, to take away livestock and goods, to seize great spoil?’ [14] “Therefore, son of man, prophesy, and say 

to Gog, Thus says the Lord GOD: On that day when my people Israel are dwelling securely, will you not 
know it? [15] You will come from your place out of the uttermost parts of the north, you and many peoples 
with you, all of them riding on horses, a great host, a mighty army. [16] You will come up against my people 
Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter days I will bring you against my land, that the nations may 

know me, when through you, O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before their eyes.
Eze 38:18-19, 23 But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against the land of Israel, declares the Lord GOD, 

my wrath will be roused in my anger. [19] For in my jealousy and in my blazing wrath I declare, On that day 
there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. So I will show my greatness and my holiness and 

make myself known in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD.
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Armageddon = Har (Ir) Megiddo
Revelation 
16:16

References

And they 
assembled 
them at the 
place that in 
Hebrew is 
called 
Armageddon.

21
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7th Angel: “It. Is. Done.”
Revelation 16:17 References
The seventh angel poured 
out his bowl into the air, 
and a loud voice came 
out of the temple, from 
the throne, saying, “It is 
done!"

Isa 66:6 “The sound of an uproar from the 
city! A sound from the temple! The 
sound of the LORD, rendering 
recompense to his enemies!

23

God Remembered Babylon
Revelation 16:18-19 References
And there were flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, and a 
great earthquake such as there had 
never been since man was on the 
earth, so great was that earthquake. 
The great city was split into three 
parts, and the cities of the nations 
fell, and God remembered Babylon 
the great, to make her drain the cup 
of the wine of the fury of his wrath.

Zec 14:4 On that day his feet shall stand on the 
Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem 
on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall 
be split in two from east to west by a very 
wide valley so that one half of the Mount 
shall move northward, and the other half 
southward.
Jer 25:15 Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, 
said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of 
the wine of wrath, and make all the nations 
to whom I send you drink it.
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Revelation 16:20-21 References
And every island fled 
away, and no mountains 
were to be found. And 
great hailstones, about 
one hundred pounds 
each, fell from heaven on 
people; and they cursed 
God for the plague of the 
hail, because the plague 
was so severe.

Revelation 6:14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being 
rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed 
from its place.
Job 2:9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast 
your integrity? Curse God and die.”
Ex 9:35 So the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did 
not let the people of Israel go, just as the LORD had 
spoken through Moses.
Eze 38:22  With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into 
judgment with him, and I will rain upon him and his 
hordes and the many peoples who are with him 
torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur.
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