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Revelation 14/15

Revelation Backgrounds 23

Cultural, Historic, and Geographic Context

144,000 and Winepress
Selected Cross-references

1

Acts 17:11 (KJV)
These (Bereans) were more noble than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were so.

Unless otherwise noted, all biblical passages referenced are from the Complete Jewish 
Bible by David H. Stern. (Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers, 1998).
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Revelation 14
Then I looked, and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Tziyon; and with him were 
144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. I heard 
a sound from heaven like the sound of rushing waters and like the sound of pealing 

thunder; the sound I heard was also like that of harpists playing on their harps. They 
were singing a new song before the throne and before the four living beings and the 

elders, and no one could learn the song except the 144,000 who have been ransomed 
from the world. These are the ones who have not defiled themselves with women, 

for they are virgins; they follow the Lamb wherever he goes; they have been 
ransomed from among humanity as firstfruits for God and the Lamb; on their lips no 

lie was found—they are without defect.

3

Next, I saw another angel flying in mid-heaven with everlasting Good News to 
proclaim to those living on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language, and people. 
In a loud voice, he said, “Fear God, give Him glory, for the hour has come when he 

will pass judgment! Worship the One who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water!” Another angel, a second one, followed, saying, “She has fallen! 
She has fallen! Bavel (Babylon) the Great! She made all the nations drink the wine 

of God’s fury caused by her whoring!”
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Another angel, a third one, followed them and said in a loud voice, “If anyone 
worships the beast and its image and receives the mark on his forehead or on his 
hand, he will indeed drink the wine of God’s fury poured undiluted into the cup of 
his rage. He will be tormented by fire and sulfur before the holy angels and before 

the Lamb, and the smoke from their tormenting goes up forever and ever. They 
have no rest, day or night, those who worship the beast and its image and those 
who receive the mark of its name.” This is when perseverance is needed on the 
part of God’s people, those who observe his commands and exercise Yeshua’s

faithfulness.

5

Next, I heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write: ‘How blessed are the dead who 
die united with the Lord, from now on!’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ’now they may rest 

from their efforts, for the things they have accomplished follow along with them.’ " 
Then I looked, and there before me was a white cloud. Sitting on the cloud was 

someone like a Son of Man with a gold crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his 
hand. Another angel came out of the Temple and shouted to the one sitting on the 

cloud, “Start using your sickle to reap, because the time to reap has come—the 
earth’s harvest is ripe!” The one sitting on the cloud swung his sickle over the 
earth, and the earth was harvested. Another angel came out of the Temple in 

heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle.
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Then out from the altar went yet another angel, who was in charge of the fire; and 
he called in a loud voice to the one with the sharp sickle, “Use your sharp sickle, 

and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because they are ripe!” The 
angel swung his sickle down onto the earth, gathered the earth’s grapes, and threw 

them into the great winepress of God’s fury. The winepress was trodden outside 
the city, and blood flowed from the winepress as high as the horses’ bridles for two 

hundred miles!

7

Revelation 19:11-21
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes 
are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name 

written that no one knows but himself.
He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The 

Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were 
following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the 

winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his 
thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.
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Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called to all the 
birds that fly directly overhead, “Come, gather for the great supper of God, to eat 

the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses 
and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free and slave, both small and 

great.” And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to 
make war against him who was sitting on the horse and against his army. And the 

beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the 
signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and 

those who worshiped its image.
These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And the 

rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting on 
the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.

9

Mt Zion
Revelation 14:1 References
Then I looked, and there 
was the Lamb standing on 
Mount Tziyon, and with 
him were 144,000 who 
had his name and his 
Father’s name written on 
their foreheads.
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Noisy!
Revelation 14:2 References
2 I heard a sound from 
heaven like the sound of 
rushing waters and like the 
sound of pealing thunder; 
the sound I heard was also 
like that of harpists playing 
on their harps.

Ezek 1:24 - When they moved, I could 
hear the sound of their wings like the 
sound of rushing waters, like the voice of 
Shaddai, a noise of tumult like the noise 
of an army. Whenever they stood still, 
they let down their wings.
Ezek 43:2 - and behold, the glory of the 
God of Israel was coming from the east. 
His voice was like the sound of many 
waters. The earth was radiant with His 
glory.

11

New Song
Revelation 14:3 References
3 They were singing a 
new song before the 
throne and before the 
four living beings and the 
elders, and no one could 
learn the song except the 
144,000 who have been 
ransomed from the 
world.

Ps 96:1-6: Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing 
to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his 
salvation from day to day. Declare his glory 
among the nations, his marvelous works among 
all the peoples! For great is the LORD, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above 
all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are 
worthless idols, but the LORD made the 
heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; 
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
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Undefiled
Revelation 14:4 References
These are the ones who 
have not defiled themselves 
with women, for they are 
virgins; they follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes; 
they have been ransomed 
from among humanity as 
firstfruits for God and the 
Lamb

Revelation 7

13

Believers should be without deceit
Revelation 
14:5

References

on their lips no 
lie was 
found—they 
are without 
defect.

Zeph 3:13 those who are left in Israel; they shall do no injustice and 
speak no lies, nor shall there be found in their mouth a deceitful 
tongue. For they shall graze and lie down, and none shall make them 
afraid.”
Mal 2:6 True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found 
on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he 
turned many from iniquity.
2 Th 2:11-12 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that 
they may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned 
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.
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Eternal Gospel
Revelation 14:6 References
Next I saw another angel 
flying in mid-heaven with 
everlasting Good News 
(or “eternal gospel”) to 
proclaim to those living 
on the earth—to every 
nation, tribe, language, 
and people.

Galatians 1:6-9: I am astonished that you are so 
quickly deserting him who called you in the 
grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel— not that there is another one, but 
there are some who trouble you and want to 
distort the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an 
angel from heaven should preach to you a 
gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, 
let him be accursed. As we have said before, so 
now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to the one you received, let him 
be accursed.

15

Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at Hand
Revelation 14:7 References
In a loud voice he said, 
“Fear God, give Him glory, 
for the hour has come 
when he will pass 
judgment! Worship the 
One who made heaven 
and earth, the sea and 
the springs of water!"

Psalm 96
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Angelic gloating
Revelation 14:8 References
Another angel, a 
second one, followed, 
saying, “She has fallen! 
She has fallen! Bavel
(Babylon) the Great! 
She made all the 
nations drink the wine 
of God’s fury caused by 
her whoring!"

Isa 21:9 And behold, here come riders, horsemen in 
pairs!” And he answered, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon; and 
all the carved images of her gods he has shattered to the 
ground.”

Jer 51:7-8 Babylon was a golden cup in the LORD’s hand, 
making all the earth drunken; the nations drank of her 
wine; therefore the nations went mad. Suddenly 
Babylon has fallen and been broken; wail for her! Take 
balm for her pain; perhaps she may be healed.

Gen 10:9-10: Nimrod was a mighty hunter in defiance of
the Lord…the beginning of his kingdom was Babel.

17

Wine of God’s Wrath
Revelation 14:9-10 References
Another angel, a third one, followed 
them and said in a loud voice, “If 
anyone worships the beast and its 
image and receives the mark on his 
forehead or on his hand he will 
indeed drink the wine of God’s fury 
poured undiluted into the cup of his 
rage. He will be tormented by fire 
and sulfur before the holy angels 
and before the Lamb,

Ps 75:8 For in the hand of the LORD 
there is a cup with foaming wine, 
well mixed, and he pours out from 
it, and all the wicked of the earth 
shall drain it down to the dregs.

Jer 25:15 Thus the LORD, the God 
of Israel, said to me: “Take from my 
hand this cup of the wine of wrath, 
and make all the nations to whom I 
send you drink it.
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Eternal torment
Revelation 14:11 References
and the smoke from their 
tormenting goes up 
forever and ever. They 
have no rest, day or night, 
those who worship the 
beast and its image and 
those who receive the 
mark of its name."

Isa 34:10 And the streams of Edom 
shall be turned into pitch, and her soil 
into sulfur; her land shall become 
burning pitch.

19

Perseverance is needed
Revelation 14:12 References
This is when perseverance is 
needed on the part of God’s 
people, those who observe 
his commands and exercise 
Yeshua’s faithfulness.
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Keep the Heavenly Perspective
Revelation 14:13 References
Next I heard a voice from 
heaven saying, “Write: ‘How 
blessed are the dead who die 
united with the Lord, from 
now on!’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, 
’now they may rest from 
their efforts, for the things 
they have accomplished 
follow along with them.’ “

21

One like a Son of Man
Revelation 14:14 References
Then I looked, and there 
before me was a white 
cloud. Sitting on the cloud 
was someone like a Son 
of Man with a gold crown 
on his head and a sharp 
sickle in his hand.

Dan 7:13-14 “I saw in the night visions, and 
behold, with the clouds of heaven there 
came one like a son of man, and he came 
to the Ancient of Days and was presented 
before him. And to him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom one that shall not be 
destroyed.
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The great harvest
Revelation 14:15 References
Another angel came out 
of the Temple and 
shouted to the one sitting 
on the cloud, “Start using 
your sickle to reap, 
because the time to reap 
has come—the earth’s 
harvest is ripe!"

Mat 13:39-42: The harvest is the end of 
the age, and the reapers are angels. 
Just as the weeds are gathered and 
burned with fire, so will it be at the end 
of the age. The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will gather out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers, and throw them into the fiery 
furnace. In that place, there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

23

Put in the sickle for the harvest is ripe
Revelation 14:16-17 References
The one sitting on the 
cloud swung his sickle 
over the earth, and the 
earth was harvested. 17 
Another angel came out 
of the Temple in heaven, 
and he too had a sharp 
sickle.

Joel 3:12-14 Let the nations stir themselves 
up and come up to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge 
all the surrounding nations. Put in the 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, 
tread, for the winepress is full. The vats 
overflow, for their evil is great. [14] 
Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of 
decision! For the day of the LORD is 
near in the valley of decision.
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Tread grapes
Revelation 14:18 References
Then out from the altar went 
yet another angel, who was in 
charge of the fire; and he 
called in a loud voice to the 
one with the sharp sickle, 
“Use your sharp sickle, and 
gather the clusters of grapes 
from the earth’s vine, because 
they are ripe!” 

Jer 25:30 “You, therefore, shall 
prophesy against them all these 
words, and say to them: “‘The 
LORD will roar from on high, and 
from his holy habitation utter his 
voice; he will roar mightily against 
his fold, and shout, like those who 
tread grapes, against all the 
inhabitants of the earth.

25

Winepress of God’s Fury
Revelation 14:19 References
The angel swung his sickle 
down onto the earth, 
gathered the earth’s 
grapes and threw them 
into the great winepress 
of God’s fury.

Rev 19:15 From his mouth comes a 
sharp sword with which to strike down 
the nations, and he will rule them with 
a rod of iron. He will tread the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of 
God the Almighty.
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200 miles, 5 feet deep of blood
Revelation 14:20 References
The winepress was 
trodden outside the city, 
and blood flowed from 
the winepress as high as 
the horses’ bridles for 
two hundred miles!

Isa 63:1-3: Who is this who comes from Edom, 
in crimsoned garments from Bozrah, he who is 
splendid in his apparel, marching in the 
greatness of his strength? “It is I, speaking in 
righteousness, mighty to save.” Why is your 
apparel red, and your garments like his who 
treads in the winepress? “I have trodden the 
winepress alone, and from the peoples no one 
was with me; I trod them in my anger and 
trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood 
spattered on my garments, and stained all my 
apparel. 

27

Revelation 15

Then I saw another sign in heaven, a great and wonderful one—seven angels with 
the seven plagues that are the final ones; because with them, God’s fury is finished. 
I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with fire. Those defeating the beast, its 

image, and the number of its name were standing by the sea of glass, holding harps 
that God had given them. They were singing the song of Moshe, the servant of 
God, and the song of the Lamb: “Great and wonderful are the things you have 
done, Adonai, God of heaven’s armies! Just and true are your ways, king of the 

nations! Adonai, who will not fear and glorify your name? because you alone are 
holy.
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All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous deeds have been 
revealed.” After this I looked, and the sanctuary (that is, the Tent of Witness in 
heaven) was opened, and out of the sanctuary came the seven angels with the 

seven plagues. They were dressed in clean bright linen and had gold belts around 
their chests. One of the four living beings gave to the seven angels seven gold 

bowls filled with the fury of God, who lives forever and ever. Then the sanctuary 
was filled with smoke from God’s Sh’khinah, that is, from his power; and no one 

could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels had 
accomplished their purpose.

29

Vindicated Saints
Revelation 15:1-2 References
Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and 
amazing, seven angels with seven plagues, 
which are the last, for with them the wrath of 
God is finished. 2 And I saw what appeared to 
be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also 
those who had conquered the beast and its 
image and the number of its name, standing 
beside the sea of glass with harps of God in 
their hands.
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Sang the Song of Moses
Revelation 15:3 References
And they sing the song of 
Moses, the servant of 
God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, “Great and 
amazing are your deeds, 
O Lord God the Almighty! 
Just and true are your 
ways, O King of the 
nations! 

Ex 15:1-4: “Then Moses and the people of 
Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, “I will 
sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed 
gloriously; the horse and his rider he has 
thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength 
and my song, and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s 
God, and I will exalt him. The LORD is a man of 
war; the LORD is his name. “Pharaoh’s chariots 
and his host he cast into the sea, and his 
chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea.”

31

Rhetorical questions
Revelation 15:4 References
Who will not fear, O Lord, 
and glorify your name? 
For you alone are holy. All 
nations will come and 
worship you, for your 
righteous acts have been 
revealed."

Ex 15:11: “Who is like you, O LORD, among 
the gods? Who is like you, majestic in 
holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing 
wonders?”
Psalms 86:9-10 – All the nations you have 
made shall come and worship before you, 
O Lord, and shall glorify your name. 10 For 
you are great and do wondrous things; you 
alone are God.
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Scene Shift – preparing for seven bowls
Revelation 15:5-6 References
After this I looked, and the 
sanctuary of the tent of witness in 
heaven was opened, 6 and out of 
the sanctuary came the seven 
angels with the seven plagues, 
clothed in pure, bright linen, with 
golden sashes around their chests.

33

Bowls=offerings
Revelation 15:7-8 References
And one of the four living creatures gave 
to the seven angels seven golden bowls 
full of the wrath of God who lives 
forever and ever, 8 and the sanctuary 
was filled with smoke from the glory of 
God and from his power, and no one 
could enter the sanctuary until the 
seven plagues of the seven angels were 
finished.

Exo 37:16 And he 
made the vessels of 
pure gold that were to 
be on the table, its 
plates and dishes for 
incense, and 
its bowls and flagons 
with which to pour 
drink offerings.
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Seven Bowls of Wrath
Revelation 16:1 References
Then I heard a loud voice from 
the temple telling the seven 
angels, “Go and pour out on the 
earth the seven bowls of the 
wrath of God.”

Rev 16:17 The seventh angel 
poured out his bowl into the air, 
and a loud voice came out of the 
temple, from the throne, saying, 
“It is done!”
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