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Revelation 3:14-22

Revelation Backgrounds 12

Cultural, Historic, and Geographic Context

Laodicea II
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:14  "To the angel of the Messianic 
Community in Laodicea, write: 'Here is the 
message from the Amen, the faithful and true 
witness, the Ruler of God's creation: 

Gen 1:1  In the beginning God created ...
Joh 1:1-3  In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  (2)  He was in the beginning with God.  
(3)  All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was 
made.

Isa 65:16  so that he who blesses himself in 
the land shall bless himself by the God of 
truth, and he who takes an oath in the land 
shall swear by the God of truth; because the 
former troubles are forgotten and are hidden 
from my eyes.
Deu 6:4  "Sh'mA, Yisra'el! Adonai Eloheinu, 
Adonai echaD
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• ןמא – Amen. it doesn’t just mean "the end" – in Hebrew it is a 
statement of affirmation

• ןמאנ – the faithful one
• תמא - truth
• Shema witness דע :

• Rev 3:14 Delitzch - םיהלאהתאירב תישאר
• Genesis 1:1 - םיהלא ארב תיׁשארב
• John 1:1 רבדה היה תישארב
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:15-16 "I know what 
you are doing: you are 
neither cold nor hot. How I 
wish you were either one 
or the other!  (16)  So, 
because you are 
lukewarm, neither cold 
nor hot, I will vomit you 
out of my mouth!

Lev 18:24-25 “Do not make yourselves unclean by any of these 
things, for by all these the nations I am driving out before you 
have become unclean,  (25)  and the land became unclean so that 
I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its inhabitants.

1Ki 18:20-21 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered 
the prophets together at Mount Carmel.  (21)  And Elijah came 
near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping 
between two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; 
but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him 
a word.
Jas 1:8  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
Mat 6:24  “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money
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Laodicea south water distribution center Lev 18:25

the land became unclean so that I punished its iniquity, and the land vomited out its inhabitants.
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Muhraqa traditional place of Elijah's sacrifice I Kings 18:21

And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the LORD is
God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” 
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Sheep following their shepherd in the Judean wilderness Matthew 6:24

No one can serve two masters
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:17-19  For you keep saying, 'I am rich, I 
have gotten rich, I don't need a thing!' You 
don't know that you are the one who is 
wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked!  
(18)  My advice to you is to buy from me gold 
refined by fire, so that you may be rich; and 
white clothing, so that you may be dressed 
and not have to be ashamed of your 
nakedness; and eyesalve to rub on your eyes, 
so that you may see. 

Hos 12:6-8  “So you, by the help of your God, 
return, hold fast to love and justice, and wait 
continually for your God.”  (7)  A merchant, in 
whose hands are false balances, he loves to 
oppress.  (8)  Ephraim has said, “Ah, but I am 
rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all my 
labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin.”

Joh 15:5  I am the vine; you are the branches. 
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing
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Hoard of Roman gold coins, AD 54–160 Matthew 2:11

They presented to Him gifts, gold
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Grapevine at Mashnaqa John 15:5

I am the vine, you are the branches
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:19  As for me, I rebuke and discipline 
everyone I love; so exert yourselves, and turn 
from your sins!

Pro 3:11-12  My son, do not despise the 
LORD's discipline or be weary of his reproof,  
(12)  for the LORD reproves him whom he 
loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 
(also quoted in Heb 12:6)

Jas 5:19-20  My brothers, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth and someone 
brings him back,  (20)  let him know that 
whoever brings back a sinner from his 
wandering will save his soul from death and 
will cover a multitude of sins.

Pro 3:12 ַחיִ֑כֹוי הָ֣וְהיבַ֣הֱֶאי רֶׁ֣שֲא תֶ֥א יִּ֤כ
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:20  Here, I'm 
standing at the door, 
knocking. If someone 
hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will 
come in to him and 
eat with him, and he 
will eat with me. 

Gen 3:8-9  And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  
(9)  But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are 
you?”
Luke 22:28-30  “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials,  
(29)  and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a kingdom,  (30)  
that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Zec 1:4  Do not be like your fathers, to whom the former prophets 
cried out, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, Return from your evil ways 
and from your evil deeds.’ But they did not hear or pay attention to 
me, declares the LORD.
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Guests partaking of meal in upper room guest chamber Luke 22:30

That you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:21  I will let him who wins 
the victory sit with me on my 
throne, just as I myself also won 
the victory and sat down with my 
Father on his throne.

Luk 22:28-30  “You are those who have stayed with me in 
my trials,  (29)  and I assign to you, as my Father assigned 
to me, a kingdom,  (30)  that you may eat and drink at my 
table in my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel.  

Heb 4:14-16  Since then we have a great high priest who 
has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our confession.  (15)  For we do not have a 
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin.  (16)  Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
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Revelation 3 References
Rev 3:22  Those who have ears, let them hear 
what the Spirit is saying to the Messianic 
communities." ' "

He who has an ear 7x in Revelation and 7x in 
the Gospels:
Mat 11:15, Mat 13:9, Mat, 13:43; Mar 4:9, 
Mar 4:23, Luk 8:8, Luk 14:34

1Jn 5:4-5  For everyone who has been born of 
God overcomes the world. And this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our 
faith.  (5)  Who is it that overcomes the world 
except the one who believes that Jesus is the 
Son of God?

Joh 16:33  I have said these things to you, that 
in me you may have peace. In the world you 
will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 
overcome the world.”
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