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Revelation 3:7-12

Revelation Backgrounds 11

Cultural, Historic, and Geographic Context

Philadelphia II
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Revelation 3 References
(10)  Because you did 
obey my message 
about persevering, I 
will keep you from the 
time of trial coming 
upon the whole world 
to put the people 
living on earth to the 
test.  

Luk 21:20-21  “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, 
then know that its desolation has come near.  (21)  Then let those 
who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside 
the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter it,

Isa 26:18  we were pregnant, we writhed, but we have given birth to 
wind. We have accomplished no deliverance in the earth, and the 
inhabitants of the world have not fallen.

2Pe 2:9  then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and 
to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment, 

Zec 13:9  And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one 
refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my 
name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are my people’; and 
they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’"
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Mahane Yehuda market
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Jerusalem (from the south) Luke 21:24

And Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles
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Romans 11:25-36
• Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, 

brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in.  (26)  And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will 
come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;  (27)  “and this will be my 
covenant with them when I take away their sins.”  (28)  As regards the gospel, they are 
enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their 
forefathers.  (29)  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  (30)  For just as you 
were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their 
disobedience,  (31)  so they too have now been disobedient so that by the mercy shown 
to you they also may now receive mercy.  (32)  For God has consigned all to disobedience, 
that he may have mercy on all.  (33)  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!  
(34)  “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?”  (35)  
“Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  (36)  For from him and through 
him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
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Revelation 3 References
(11)  I am coming soon; hold on to what you 
have so that no one will take away your 
crown.  

2Ti 4:8  Henceforth, there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, 
and not only to me but also to all who have 
loved His appearing. 
Jas 5:9  Do not grumble against one another, 
brothers, so that you may not be judged; 
behold, the Judge is standing at the door.
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Revelation 3
(12)  I will make him who 
wins the victory a pillar in the 
Temple of my God, and he 
will never leave it. Also, I will 
write on him the name of my 
God and the name of my 
God's city, the new 
Yerushalayim coming down 
out of heaven from my God, 
and my own new name.  (13)  
Those who have ears, let 
them hear what the Spirit is 
saying to the Messianic 
communities." '

1Ki 7:21  He set up the pillars at the vestibule of the temple. 
He set up the pillar on the south and called its name Jachin, 
and he set up the pillar on the north and called its name Boaz. 
Jer 1:18-19  And I, behold, I make you this day a fortified city, 
an iron pillar, and bronze walls, against the whole land, against 
the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests, and the people of 
the land.  (19)  They will fight against you, but they shall not 
prevail against you, for I am with you, declares the LORD, to 
deliver you.”

Isa 56:4-5  For thus says the LORD: “To the eunuchs who keep 
my Sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold 
fast my covenant,  (5)  I will give in my house and within my 
walls a monument and a name better than sons and 
daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not 
be cut off.

7

Philadelphia Church of St. John pillars
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Sunset over Jerusalem from Mount of Olives
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Does it fit?

• Church Age: Missionary Church Age
• Matthew 13 Parable: Pearl of Great Price
• Paul Letter: 1/2 Thessalonians
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Does it fit? Church Age = Missionary/Evangelistic
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Philadelphia Church of St. John architectural fragment
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Parable: Sardis = Treasure in the Field
Matthew 13 Explanation
Mat 13:45-46  “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls,  
(46)  who, on finding 
one pearl of great 
value, went and sold 
all that he had and 
bought it.

Unlike most gems that are mined from the earth, a pearl is made 
by a living organism.  (the church)
It grows in response to an introduced irritation. (persecution)
It is then removed from its place of growth to become an item of 
adornment. (a pillar in the future Temple)
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Paul: Philadelphia=Thessalonians

• No judgment
• Encouragement - 1 Thess 1:3
• Being effective witnesses - 1 Thes 2:10
• The coming of the Lord
– Being kept from (preserved through) the time of trial 1 Th 4:13-18
– Man of Lawlessness - 2 Th 2:1-12

• Fake letter from those saying they were Jews but were not? - 2 Th 2:2 

• Do not be idle - 2 Th 3
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Philadelphia Church of St. John architectural fragment
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Parable: Sardis = Treasure in the Field
Matthew 13 Explanation
Mat 13:45-46  “Again, 
the kingdom of heaven 
is like a merchant in 
search of fine pearls,  
(46)  who, on finding 
one pearl of great 
value, went and sold 
all that he had and 
bought it.

Unlike most gems that are mined from the earth, a pearl is made 
by a living organism.  (the church)
It grows in response to an introduced irritation. (persecution)
It is then removed from its place of growth to become an item of 
adornment. (a pillar in the future Temple)
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Paul: Philadelphia=Thessalonians

• No judgment
• Encouragement - 1 Thess 1:3
• Being effective witnesses - 1 Thes 2:10
• The coming of the Lord
– Being kept from (preserved through) the time of trial 1 Th 4:13-18
– Man of Lawlessness - 2 Th 2:1-12

• Fake letter from those saying they were Jews but were not? - 2 Th 2:2 

• Do not be idle - 2 Th 3
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