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Revelation 3:7-12

Revelation Backgrounds 11

Cultural, Historic, and Geographic Context

Philadelphia I
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Acts 17:11 (KJV)
These (Bereans) were more noble than those in 

Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, 

whether those things were so.

Unless otherwise noted, all biblical passages referenced are from the Complete Jewish 
Bible by David H. Stern. (Clarksville, MD: Messianic Jewish Publishers, 1998).

Unless otherwise noted, images courtesy of the Satellite Bible Atlas and the Pictorial 
Library of Bible Lands (BiblePlaces.org)
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Topics
• Philadelphia
– Background 

• Sevenfold structure of each letter:
– Name of the city
– Specific attributes of Messiah 
– Praise
– Judgment - no condemnation but will sit in judgment!
– Encouragement
– Promise to the Overcomer
– "He who has an ear…"

• Does it fit?  Missionary age / Pearl of Great Price / Thessalonians
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Revelation 3:7-12 (CJB)

(7) "To the angel of the Messianic Community in Philadelphia, write: 'Here is the message of HaKadosh, 
the True One, the one who has the key of David, who, if he opens something, no one else can shut it, 
and if he closes something, no one else can open it.  (8)  "I know what you are doing. Look, I have put in 
front of you an open door, and no one can shut it. I know that you have but little power, yet you have 
obeyed my message and have not disowned me.  (9)  Here, I will give you some from the synagogue of 
the Adversary, those who call themselves Jews but aren't—on the contrary, they are lying—see, I will 
cause them to come and prostrate themselves at your feet, and they will know that I have loved you.  
(10)  Because you did obey my message about persevering, I will keep you from the time of trial coming 
upon the whole world to put the people living on earth to the test.  (11)  I am coming soon; hold on to 
what you have so that no one will take away your crown.  (12)  I will make him who wins the victory a 
pillar in the Temple of my God, and he will never leave it. Also, I will write on him the name of my God 
and the name of my God's city, the new Yerushalayim coming down out of heaven from my God, and 
my own new name.  (13)  Those who have ears, let them hear what the Spirit is saying to the Messianic 
communities." '
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Philadelphia Church of St. John from above
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Snow-covered mountain west of Philadelphia
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Revelation 3 References
(7) "To the angel of the Messianic Community 
in Philadelphia, write: 'Here is the message of 
HaKadosh, the True One, the one who has 
the key of David, who, if he opens something, 
no one else can shut it, and if he closes 
something, no one else can open it

Lev 19:2  “Speak to all the congregation of the 
people of Israel and say to them, You shall be 
holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. 
Isa 47:4  Our Redeemer—the LORD of hosts is 
his name— is the Holy One of Israel.
Joh 14:6  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 
1Jn 5:20  And we know that the Son of God 
has come and has given us understanding, so 
that we may know him who is true; and we 
are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. 
He is the true God and eternal life. 
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Key of David
• Isa 22:20-22  In that day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,  (21)  and I 

will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your sash on him, and will commit 
your authority to his hand. And he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and to the house of Judah.  (22)  And I will place on his shoulder the key of the 
house of David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none 
shall open.

• Luke 1:31-35  And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus.  (32)  He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  (33)  
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom, there will be 
no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be since I am a virgin?”  (35)  
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God.

• Mat 16:19  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.” 
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Tent (house) of David

• Act 15:15-18  And with this the words of the prophets agree, 
just as it is written,  (16)  “‘After this, I will return, and I will 
rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, 
and I will restore it,  (17)  that the remnant of mankind may 
seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, 
says the Lord, who makes these things  (18)  known from of 
old.’ (Quoting Amos 9:11-12 and referencing Isaiah 16:5)
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Davidic Covenant
2Sa 7:8-16  Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of 
hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince over 
my people Israel.  (9)  And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth.  (10)  And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and plant them, so 
that they may dwell in their place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall no longer 
afflict them, as formerly,  (11) since I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give 
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares that the LORD will make you a 
house.  (12)  When your days are fulfilled, and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise 
your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and establish his kingdom.  (13)  He 
shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  (14)  I 
will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will 
discipline him with the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men,  (15)  but my 
steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before 
you.  (16)  And your house and kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne 
shall be established forever.’”
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Revelation 3 References
(8)  "I know what you are 
doing. Look, I have put in front 
of you an open door, and no 
one can shut it. I know that you 
have but little power, yet you 
have obeyed my message and 
have not disowned me.

Isa 25:6-8  On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for 
all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of 
rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.  (7)  And 
he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast 
over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations.  (8)  
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will 
wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his 
people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has 
spoken.
Joh 10:7-9  So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, I am the door of the sheep.  (8)  All who came before 
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 
them.  (9)  I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be 
saved and will go in and out and find pasture.
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Church of the Open Door, downtown Los Angeles (c. 1975) 3:8

Look, I have put in front of you an open door, and no one can shut 
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Revelation 3 References
(9)  Here, I will give you 
some from the 
synagogue of the 
Adversary, those who 
call themselves Jews 
but aren't—on the 
contrary, they are 
lying—see, I will cause 
them to come and 
prostrate themselves at 
your feet, and they will 
know that I have loved 
you.

Is 49:23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your 
nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground, they shall bow 
down to you and lick the dust off your feet. Then you will know that I 
am the LORD; those who wait for me shall not be put to shame.” 
Isa 45:22-25  “Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For 
I am God, and there is no other.  (23)  By myself I have sworn; from 
my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word that shall not 
return: ‘To me, every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear 
allegiance.’  (24)  “Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are 
righteousness and strength; to him shall come and be ashamed all 
who were incensed against him.  (25)  In the LORD all the offspring 
of Israel shall be justified and shall glory.”
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Throne room in Susa where Esther approached the King

I will cause them to come and prostrate themselves at your feet

3:9

Est 8:17  And in every province and in every city, 
wherever the king's command and his edict 
reached, there was gladness and joy among the 
Jews, a feast and a holiday. And many from the 
peoples of the country declared themselves 
Jews, for fear of the Jews had fallen on them. 

Psa 72:10-11  May the kings of Tarshish and of 
the coastlands render him tribute; may the kings 
of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!  (11)  May all kings 
fall down before him, all nations serve him!

Php 2:10-11  so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth,  (11)  and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.
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Hurva Synagogue, Jerusalem
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