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Rev 2:12-17 Pergamum – Church 
 
Three Great Royal Cities -  
Smyrna (Izmir) – Commerce Center 
70 miles north – Pergamum – Religious Center (Satan’s headquarters at the time) 
65 miles South – Ephesus – Political Center (Roman Emperors came) 
 
Pergamum – The most Greek Gods (6 alters) in the acropolis including Zeus. 
The name is comprised of two Greek words, “pergos” or “married” or “united to” and “gamos” which is “power”. 
So, Pergamos literally means “married” or “united to power”. With stunning vistas and high society, it was aptly 
named a Royal City.  A temple to Caesar Augustus was constructed there. There was also a healing temple 
area.   Pergamum had the greatest library at the time.  It had parchment - not papyrus.  Mark Anthony gave the 
library to his girlfriend Cleopatra.  
 
Historical Period 314AD – 590AD – Paganism - World entered into the Church.  Heresies were prevalent in this 
period. 

Pergamum Background: 
 
Pergamum was a major city in western Asia Minor in New 
Testament times. It lies in a spacious valley, sixteen miles from the 
Aegean Sea in what is today the country of Turkey. In the centuries 
before Christ, Pergamum was the capital of an independent 

kingdom. Its impressive temples, library, 
and medical facilities made Pergamum a 
renowned cultural and political center. By 
the time Revelation was written, 
Pergamum had become part of the Roman Empire, but because of its location and 
importance, the Romans used it as an administrative center for the province of Asia. 
 
Athena was the patron goddess of Pergamum. Strong and chaste, she was 
considered the protector of the city. Her strength of character is reflected in the statue 
of Athena shown at the right. This statue stood in the north hall of the sanctuary to 
Athena that graced the acropolis at Pergamum. The renowned Pergamum library 
stood next to her sanctuary, showing her close connection with culture, wisdom, 
crafts, and learning of all sorts. The founding of the cult of Athena at Pergamum is 
included on the panels on the altar to Zeus, which also stood on the acropolis. 

 
V12 “And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says He who has the sharp two-
edged sword: 

The defined nature given to this church is the Word of God sharper than a two-edged sword.  Why was this 
chosen for this church?  Do you take the Word of God lightly or treat as you would a powerful 
weapon? 
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V13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you 
hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which 
Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  

 
According to Christian tradition, John the Apostle ordained Antipas as bishop of 
Pergamum during the reign of the Roman emperor Domitian. The traditional account 
Antipas was martyred in 92 AD by burning in a brazen bull-shaped altar for casting out 
demons worshiped by the local population2.  Another account in the Believer’s Bible 
Commentary, claims his martyrdom was because he refused to worship the Roman 
Emperor. 
 
Polycarp undoubtedly knew how Antipas stood firm on his faith in Christ as a martyr 
approximately 60 years prior to his martyrdom. 
 
Satan’s City:  Religion was big business there and Satan had his headquarters placed there complete with 
heathen temples.  Athena, Caesar, Hadrian, Alter of Zeus with an idol on it, Temple of Dionysus, Asclepius 
(staff with serpent) healing.  Dionysus was the god of wine closely aligned with Satyr (half goat with horns 
image of Satan).  
 
Asclepius (staff with serpent) healing example:  
 
Pergamum constructed a for profit hospital to capitalize on the religion and take advantage of the weakest and 
sick in the Roman Empire.  A long tunnel was constructed in a cave they claimed was a healing temple where 
voices came through holes, positive sayings, hot baths, music, library, at night the sick would go in to temple 
where the poisonous snakes would crawl all over you.  The snakes and the gods would heal you for a price.  
They also had a secret door to drag out the dead.  This hospital with satanic practices was in operation for 700 
years. Today, this seem ridiculous right.  Wait, don’t we have people that will send money and do 
ridiculous things today to get healed?  Are we not treating people with CoVid with experimental drugs 
under emergency use authorization for a virus that has a 99% survival rate, yet we don’t have a vaccine 
for obesity or diabetes or cancer, which has a much higher death rate. 
 
 

 
2 "St Antipas of Pergamon". Retrieved 2007-12-21. 
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Does it surprise you that Satan is embodied in the original image of the god of wine and a goat?  Jesus 
said He would separate the sheep from the goats (Matthew 25:31-33).  Also, Satan sets up an unholy 
temple as a place for healing?    Can you see what Jesus does for good, Satan turns for evil? Do you 
think this is relevant today? 
 
 
V14 - 15 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of 
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed 
to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.  Thus, you also have those who hold the doctrine of the 
Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 
 
Balaam taught Balak which introduced idol worship to Israel.  He did it subtly by introducing them to food 
sacrificed by idols and then enticing the children of Israel to inter-marry with Moabite Women.  Nicolaitans 
among others re-introduced religious rituals such as clergy to speak for believers.   
 
Read Hebrews 4:14-16.  Do you go boldly straight to the throne of God with your High Priest Jesus?  If 
you go through any intermediary in prayer then you have fallen to some of the lies of Satan that he used on the 
Nicolaitans.  No matter what logic is used it is simply not in the word of God.  Remember, Jesus + 0! 
 
This word “Nikolaos”, appears to be a compound of two Greek words; “nikao”, “to conquer” or “consume” and 
“laos”, “laity” or “the people” has another connection to “Bil’am”, other than just being mentioned together in 
Revelation 2. The Hebrew word “Bil’am” is a compound of two words also; “Bila” (beit-lamedayin), meaning 
“eater” or “destroyer” and “am” (ayin-mem) or “people”. The name “”Bil’am” literally means “Destroyer of 
people”. Hmmm, what a coincidence.  
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In what ways, do we compromise today?  What is the problem with eating food sacrificed to idols? 
What relevance does this have to us today?   
 
 
 
 
V16 Repent, or else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 
 
The very sword you have been (the Word of God) given for your protection and defense, is also the instrument 
of judgment against you if you do not repent.  It is the only cure. This is the reason that knowing your bible and 
studying the Word of God is vital to your very survival.   Are you qualified to hold the sword and operate it?  
What do you need to do to become more qualified?  
 
 
 
V17 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will 
give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new name 
written which no one knows except him who receives it.”’ 
 
Hidden Manna (word of God) and the person and the bread of Christ.  Christ is hidden from the world today.  
This is also meant as a contrast to those that had the meat dedicated to idols.  The faithful Christians who 
reject bad doctrine and stand firm are given this Hidden Manna. White stone (color of Holy Heaven).  Christ will 
give each of us a white stone with a new name for him that is intimate and only means something to you 
personally. 
 
Just picture in your mind what it will be like in Heaven to receive a white stone and the significance of our 
relationship with the Lord.  What will it mean to you?  How will you feel if you do not get this eternal 
reward?  You now have the knowledge of what is at stake which makes you accountable.  
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Revelation Chapter 2 - Thyatira  
 
 City facts – Inland city - Defense city in Valley 

 Strong because of Elite Guard 
 Ancient Guilds (Unions) –  

 Potters, tanners, weavers, engravers 
 Lydia whom Paul visited in Philippi is from this city 

 Lydia traded Purple (turkey red) 
 Temple to Apollo – sun god 
 

                  
(590AD- 1517AD) Church period –Romanism & Dark Ages 
 In this time period historically, Idolatry and Pagan worship was co-mingled with 
Christianity.  Specifically, 

 Personal relationships were supplanted by rituals. 
 Worship of the Virgin and the child was introduced 
 Purgatory became a positive doctrine 
 Mass for the dead 
 Church power was centralized by the Pope. 

 
V 18 - eyes of Blazing fire – speaks of piercing vision and searching out your deeds, Bronze Feet speak of 
threatened judgment. 
 
V 19 NKJV – “I know your works, love, service, faith and your patience…works increased over time. 
 
V 20 – 23 condemnation –      Contrasts are given: 
  Works of Christ vs. Works of Jezebel 
  Those that “hear” are the children of God vs. Children of Jezebel “No ears to hear” 
 
Jezebel is said to foreshadow the apostate church. 
 

1. What was Thyatira commended and condemned for? 
 

 
2. In spite of hard work, false doctrine was accepted.  Why did Jesus hold this against them? 
 

  
3. What attitudes or activities are we condoning that are not pleasing to God? 
 

 
4. How can you determine the difference between Christianity and false teaching? 
 

 
5. How can some member of both our Church and Jezebel’s church be misled by her teaching? 
 

 
6. How can you remain loyal to Christ and hold fast? 
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Who is Jezebel? 

The First Book of Kings forms part of a larger biblical strand, stretching from Deuteronomy to Second Kings, 
known as the "Deuteronomistic history." By and large the moral of these books is that the Israelites and their 
rulers repeatedly "did evil in the sight of the Lord," which explains various historical tragedies.  

Even the wise Solomon strayed from the true path by tolerating the gods of his many heathen wives. Far more 
brazen, however, the apostate Ahab, ruler of the Northern Kingdom of Israel in the ninth century B.C., "did 
more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him" (I Kings 16: 
33).  

Ahab's father Omri, seeking an alliance with the Phoenicians, had married him to Jezebel, princess of Tyre. 
Soon after, Jezebel set about perverting both Ahab and Israel to the worship of Baal, the storied Canaanite 
thunder god. Ahab even built an altar to the god in Samaria, while Jezebel "cut off [that is, slaughtered] the 
prophets of the Lord" (I Kings 18:4). And that was just for starters.  

Nonetheless, a few godly men did survive her murderous campaign, including the prophet Elijah. He colorfully 
expressed the Lord's disgust by predicting that "The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel" (I Kings 21: 
23), site of Ahab's palace. Sure enough, Jezebel met her fate at the hands of the Baal-hating king, Jehu, who 
had her thrown out a high window (II Kings 9: 33). And when Jehu's men went to collect Jezebel's remains, 
they found only her skull, her feet, and the palms of her hands (verse 35). Elijah's prophecy had been fulfilled.  

Jezebel -- whose name means "Where's the prince?" in Hebrew -- has gone down in history as the most 
wicked woman in the entire Bible. In the New Testament, she is the archetype of the evil temptress; God 
himself vilifies her in Revelation (2:20). In later times, she would serve as a metaphor for a wicked and 
corrupting woman, especially one who wore lots of makeup. (Jezebel had attempted to hide from Jehu by 
painting her face -- thus the intensified insult is "painted Jezebel.") 

Source:  http://www.gracecathedral.org/enrichment/brush_excerpts/brush_20050315.shtml  

 
V 24 – 25 Even in an apostate church where Jezebel is allowed to teach, there is a faithful remnant who hold 
fast. Are you able to remain faithful when all the others fall away? 
 
V 26-29 What is the reward for those that stay faithful? 
 
Rule and reign with Christ and you will be raptured.  Morning Star is a metaphor for the rapture.  As it is the last 
star before daylight when the night or darkness ends, and it is one of the names of Jesus. 

 

 

 

 
 


